
From the desk of Mr. Bartels:  
Off to a great start!  

As we conclude the 4th week of school, school routines have set in 

and teachers are entering assignments in Powerschool.    We 

recommend that families check Powerschool weekly to monitor 

for missing work and short-term performance.  It is important to 

wait until major tests or assessments are recorded before drawing 

bigger conclusions.  As always, directly communicating with 

teachers pro-actively, or at the first sign of confusion or concerns, 

supports the best outcomes for students. 

Ms. Borwick Office News: 
Our PBIS program is off to a great start for the 2016-2017 school 

year.  Richmond Middle School is committed to ensuring a 

positive learning environment for all. This commitment comes 

with a focus on learning and understanding the expectations in 

order to be successful.  Our PBIS program focuses on creating and 

sustaining school-wide, classroom, and individual systems of 

support that improve the educational environment for all 

students.   

 
 

At our RMS it is our goal for every student to S.H.I.N.E 
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Students of 

Month 
   

5th Grade 

Meeghan Schultz 

Isabelle Cracchiolo 

Lola Kruschinska 

Payten Campbell 

 

6th Grade 

Drew Matyunas 

Kortney VanGampelaer 

7th Grade 

Hannah Jeroue 

Isaiah Valero 

 

8th Grade 

Shiyanna Worden 

David Schade 

 

MSTEP/NWEA Notes: 

MSTEP 

RMS improved on 7 out of 8 

ELA and Mathematics Tests 

RMS scored higher on 7 out of 

11 tests compared to the state 

of Michigan. 

RMS scored higher on 10 out of 

11 tests compared to county 

schools.   



 

Mrs. May’s Corner:  

The school year is off to a great start!  It is wonderful to see all of our students come back after summer break to start 

a new school year.  I am always amazed at how much they’ve grown (and often come back taller than me)!  

Scheduling changes are finished and students are getting to know their schedules and locker combinations.  Thank 

you for your patience at the beginning of the year with the changes.  I do my best to get each student into the classes 

they are interested in, and I appreciate your understanding with classes that are full or conflicting.   

Students should be able to access their grades on Powerschool.  It is important for students to keep track of their 

grades in middle school as they learn to become responsible young adults.  Students can ask if they need help 

understanding our grading policy, checking their grades or knowing how to study.   

Along with assisting students with schedules and grades, I am here to assist students socially and emotionally.  If 

students are struggling with something going with their friends or outside of school but it is impacting them here at 

school, I am here to help.  I can help students learn coping skills, conflict resolution skills, and also simply listen to 

students that need to talk to someone. 

 5th Grade News:  Team Gillespie/Jarsma and Clendennin/Churchill have been very busy 

getting our newest students acclimated to RMS.  All 5 th graders will have an hour and a half 

block of ELA and Mathematics while studying Social Studies and Science each an additional 

period of the day.  We are excited about our 5 th grade class as well as welcoming Mrs. 

Gillespie to the RMS TEAM.   

6th Grade News:  Science - Science students are learning about types of energy.  Students are 

experimenting with potential and kinetic energy by testing variables using a pendulum.  We are also getting 

to know our new online Science Tech book from Discovery Education.  If you would like to experience the 

techbook I highly suggest you ask your son/daughter to show you how it works!  The Discovery Ed. 

Science tech book has lots of educational science videos, texts, interactives and much more!  Your 

son/daughter can also access online videos/tutorials for other content areas!   Math – In math class we are 

working on understanding number lines, absolute value, the coordinate grid and plotting points on the 

grid.  Algebraic thinking students are studying how to solve exponents and the order of operations.  Check 

out our class photos at rms-math.weebly.com!  ELA - Narrative writing has been our focus as students 

work on story retellings.  Look for their finished books to come home in a few weeks.  We have also been 

working on word study skills, and students have taken their first vocab test of the year.  Just a reminder that 

students are working toward the goal of earning fourteen Reading Counts points by November 

2nd.   Twenty minutes of reading at home each night and asking your child to tell you about their book will 

help students stay on track and earn those points.  Your support and encouragement to reach the goal is 

appreciated!  Social Studies – We have been learning about geography with a focus on geographic inquiry, 

maps, gps and the five themes of geography. My students have been utilizing their one to one devices 

everyday as we have set up a social studies group email to share information. 

 

7th Grade News:   ELA has started their first classroom novel The Giver.  The ideas of Utopian and 
Dystopian societies have been explored.  The students are curious about what is to come with the Sci-
Fi/Fantasy Genre!  In social studies we have been learning about maps, what maps can tell us, what 
history means and how historians create accounts of past events. We have been working in groups 



researching and utilizing our one to one devices. We have created a social studies email group to share 
information with one another. 
 

8 th Grade News:  The 8th grade students will spend time in October learning about our US Constitution 

and the organization of our US government. They will also be discussing issues that are present in the current 

Presidential Campaign. On Election Day, the SC will sponsor a school-wide "election" to see how RMS student 

votes compare to the nation at large.  

STAFF:  The RMS staff has kicked off the year with excitement and positive attitudes. We started the year 

with our first-ever Blue Devil Bootcamp to give all students the information they need for a successful year. 

Sessions included everything from our SHINE program features to basic classroom procedures to help with 

technical features of their laptops. As always, RMS teachers are ready and willing to help our students reach 

their full potential! 

ELA News:   

Ready...set...READ! This year, ELA students in grades 5 – 8 will continue to utilize the 
Scholastic Reading Counts program as part of the RMS English Language Arts 

curriculum. Reading Counts is intended to help your child 
become a more fluent reader with improved comprehension 
skills. As the state of Michigan’s expectation of what’s 
considered “proficient” is significantly rising, and the rigors 
of high school academics are just around the corner, we are 
doing our very best as an ELA staff to help your child improve 
his/her reading skills through continuous practice. Research 
indicates that reading comprehension affects all areas of 
study, and that time spent reading is the one of the most 

effective ways to build vocabulary, comprehension, and even writing skills. Please look for 
updates from your child's teacher regarding Reading Counts expectations and thank you 
for your support in helping your child grow to become a confident reader! 

 

Mathematic News:   Our fifth graders will continue to use Math Expressions as the 

main resource to aid instruction and delivery.  In grades 6 -8, our mathematics 

teachers have worked extremely hard creating MAISA units and rich tasks to deliver 

our curriculum.  Geometry:  Students have been reviewing names of polygons by recognizing 

their attributes.  Additionally, we've been hard at work on 

decomposing parallelograms to compose rectangles.  When we did 

this, students found that the area of a rectangle and parallelogram 

can be found the same way.  Great connections are being made.  

Tenmarks:   

Students have been utilizing their laptops in their math classes as personal assessments! They 

have been working in groups and independently to master the common core state standards. 

 



 

The science classes have been busy as we move into the Next Generation Science Standards.  Also, we are 

teaching from the brand new resources that Richmond Schools has acquired for 

our students.  5th grade science is using materials from FOSS and this is built 

around investigations.  Students do an investigation and analyze data, then 

read about the subject.  There are also online resources for both teachers and 

students. The 6th – 8th grade is excited about the new online Techbook and 

Streaming through Discovery Education.  Technology is huge in this series, as 

students will be exploring in this Techbook using the many online videos, 

interactive activities, labs and other resources that are available to them. 

 

 

Social Studies News: 

RMS students learned about our US Constitution in honor of 
Constitution Day Sept. 17th. They watched videos about our 
Constitution and the ways our citizens celebrate it. And 
some students also got to play some games to test their 
knowledge of what they learned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Council: 
 

RMS Students Council started the year with 

classroom elections of representatives and our 

first meeting. We are planning several 

activities for students this year. The first is 

Spirit Week for Homecoming. SC will also be 

walking in the Homecoming Parade. 

Candidates for SC officers recorded their 

campaign speeches with Mrs.  Campau's Video 

Production class.   Election Results:  President, 

Skylar Swartz – Vice President, Josh McKie – 

Secretary, Olivia Schommer 

 



NJHS: 

NJHS members have been 
busy this month deciding on 
this year’s mission statement 
for our group the decision 
was voted on and approved 
and inspired by a quote from 
Mohandas Gandhi, "The best 
way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in the service of 
others." Many other decisions 
were made like officer 
elections this year our 
President will be Austin Warn, 
Vice President is Julie Rock, 
and Alyssa Systermann will be 
secretary.  The group is in full 
planning mode and 
committee chairperson Nicole 
Gorr is off and planning for 
the upcoming float for the 
homecoming parade 
and Austin Warn is leading up 
the pep assembly 
committee.  We are looking 
forward to a fun and 
productive year! 

 

 

 

Music 

Notes: 

 

Coming to RMS in 

October…..Young 

Americans 

The Young Americans 

are focused on 

providing music 

education and 

performance 

opportunities to young 

people around the 

world. The 

International Music 

Outreach Tours 

promote the 

importance of music 

education by bringing 

music workshops to K 

through 12th grade 

students around the 

world. The Young 

Americans College of 

the Performing Arts 

provides an innovative 

and creative learning 

environment that 

fosters artistic, 

intellectual and 

personal growth for 

those interested in 

becoming performers 

or arts educators.  

Contact music 

department for more 

info….  

Art Happenings: 

This past week in art the 3-D 
kids are creating bowls with 
the use of an armature and 
paper Mache.  
 
The artist they are studying is 
Tim Burton, known for movies 
such as Edward Scissor Hands, 
Nightmare Before Christmas, 
and the new Alice in 
Wonderland. 
 
 

 

Yearbook Staff: We kicked off the year with their first meeting. Once again 7th and 8th 
grade staff members will be working to create the book online. 5th and 6th grade 
photographers are expected to take lots of pictures of their classmates doing great things at 
RMS. One change is that the preordering of yearbooks will take place at the end of the first 
semester which is earlier than in the past. 



 

WEB:  “Where Everyone 

Belongs” is off to another 

great start.  Our WEB 

leaders had a excellent 

orientation.  Our fifth 

graders participated in an 

exciting WEB leader 

Welcoming Assembly… fun 

was had by all!  

 

Spanish 

Español with Senora Wolfe: 

In Spanish 1, students have 
been working diligently to 
start getting 'the basics' down 
pat!  So far, they have 
mastered names, greetings, 
departures, colors, and the 
Spanish alphabet.  The 
newest challenge Spanish 1 
students will be 
facing?  Memorizing all 21 
Spanish-speaking countries 
and their capitals.  The first 
months of Spanish 1 focus on 
'the basics' but soon we'll be 
moving in to more in-depth 

coverage of Spanish thematic 
vocabulary and grammar.  We 
can't wait to get to the food 

unit!   
 
In Spanish Specials, students 
have been busy learning or 
reviewing the following 
topics: Greetings and Leave-
takings, Colors, the Spanish 
Alphabet and will soon be 
learning how to count to one 
hundred in Spanish!  Be sure 
to go to my 
website: www.espanolwithsra
wolfe.weebly.com to get any 
materials from class - and 
practice practice practice! 
 

 

Programming Club: 

Mrs. Campau and her 

Programming Club are up 

and running and are looking 

forward to a busy year.  Come 

see us walking in the H.C. 

Parade.   

 

 

Builders Club: 

Our very dedicated service 

club sponsored by Kiwanis 

will be starting up in October. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/
http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/


  

 Future Happenings   

 

            
October 3 –  WEB 5th Grade Lunch & WEB Meeting 

                         Girls Basketball Home vs. Yale 

 

October 4 –  NJHS Meetings – Programming Club 

 

October 5 –  PTA Meeting 3 PM 

Football Home vs. Imlay City 

 

October 6 –  Student Council Meeting 

 

October 7 –  Homecoming – Parade and more 

 

October 10 –  Girls Basketball Home vs. Cros-Lex 

  Student Council Board Presentation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

October 11 –  Builders Club Meeting 

October 12 –  ½ Day - Parent Teacher Conferences – 11:45 – 2:45 & 5 –8:00 P.M. 

 

October 13 –  ½ Day – Parent Teacher Conferences – 11:45 – 2:45 & 5 – 8:00 P.M.  

         Girls Basketball Home vs. Algonac 

            Young Americans Workshop 

 

October 14 –  ½ Day – Young Americans Workshop 

      

October 15 –  Young Americans Workshop 

 

October 18 –  Programing Club 

October 19 –  Football Home vs. Armada  

 

October 24 - WEB School Board presentation and Pledge of Allegiance  

October 25 –  Programming Club & Builders Club Meeting  

 

October 31 –  Halloween District Celebration  

 



 

  

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education amendments of 1972, 

Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the Americans 

with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond 

Community School District that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion ,military status, 

national origin or ancestry, sex (including sexual orientation), disability, age (except as authorized by 

law,) height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 

subjected to, discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, Richmond, MI 

48062, (586) 727-3565. 

 

 



 


